
Root  Caus ingRoot  Caus ing

AA cer ta in  rem a rka b le s pecies  of ba m boo is  cer ta in  rem a rka b le s pecies  of ba m boo is  

cu lt iva ted  in  As ia . Th e root  s ys tem  is  s o com plex th a t  cu lt iva ted  in  As ia . Th e root  s ys tem  is  s o com plex th a t  

th e fa r m er  m u s t  wa ter, fer t ilize, a n d  weed  for  five yea rs  th e fa r m er  m u s t  wa ter, fer t ilize, a n d  weed  for  five yea rs  

before th e firs t  s h oot  em erges  from  th e grou n d . Im a gin e before th e firs t  s h oot  em erges  from  th e grou n d . Im a gin e 

h ow th is  fa r m er  m u s t  look  to h er  n eigh bors : "Hey, h ow h ow th is  fa r m er  m u s t  look  to h er  n eigh bors : "Hey, h ow 

is  you r  d ir t  crop  com in g a lon g?" Sea s on  a fter  s ea s on  is  you r  d ir t  crop  com in g a lon g?" Sea s on  a fter  s ea s on  

s h e s ees  oth ers  h a rves t in g, ea t in g, a n d  s ellin g th eir  s h e s ees  oth ers  h a rves t in g, ea t in g, a n d  s ellin g th eir  

p rodu ce, wh ile s h e la bors  for  n o vis ib le res u lt . p rodu ce, wh ile s h e la bors  for  n o vis ib le res u lt . 

On ce th e root  s ys tem  is  fu lly developed  th e firs t  On ce th e root  s ys tem  is  fu lly developed  th e firs t  

s h oots  em erge a n d  th e p la n ts  grow a s  h igh  a s  90  feet  in  s h oots  em erge a n d  th e p la n ts  grow a s  h igh  a s  90  feet  in  

a  few weeks . Th e ba m boo grows  s o qu ick ly you  ca n  a  few weeks . Th e ba m boo grows  s o qu ick ly you  ca n  

h ea r  th e ru s t le a s  th e lea ves  s p rea d . h ea r  th e ru s t le a s  th e lea ves  s p rea d . As  a n yon e wh o As  a n yon e wh o 

h a s  t r ied  to rem ove a  s ta n d  of ba m boo kn ows , good  h a s  t r ied  to rem ove a  s ta n d  of ba m boo kn ows , good  

lu ck  s topp in g s u ch  growth  on ce th os e roots  a re lu ck  s topp in g s u ch  growth  on ce th os e roots  a re 

es ta b lis h ed .es ta b lis h ed .

How  d o y ou  t end  t o How  d o y ou  t end  t o y oury our root  s y s t em ?root  s y s t em ?
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